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NICOLE SKELTYS FIRST CAME TO NOTICE FOR THE

9
trancetechno work of B(if)tek (Nicale pius Kate
Crawford). The duo't Sud-Vocal Theme Park
41bum showed a2 sophiticated grasp of electron-
1€ MULIC's pOtential Lo cetedrate technalogy and
humanity umuitaneously.

You migne hear inspirations from Oetrait, Lan-
don or Germany, but thewr subversively enjay-
20le 10und 13 entirety distinctive.

Nicale's other musical autlet s a sala aifair, Arti-
ficial. Electro-Lallipap-€xolonan, Artificial's de-
but aibum, continues B(iftek’s musical interests,
E-L-E is a deft mix of "70s tunk, pop cuiture
kitseh, funky acid, poised techno and unabasned
990d times. it 11, perNaoy, a record the Funky
5Quad might've made, if they hadn't been pureiy
taking the prss (in fact. the album’s cover feas
tures four fashionaoly unfasmionaoie ‘J0s-styie
dolls that mignt gass for estras from that TV
how),

The ircesistibly funky Authanity Over The Fish
would make 3 fine cap shaw theme, with ity
acidic funk take on a Oragnet-style 1ound. Qheck
outthe upfrant swagger of Can Ya or the Curtis

tra-Lolhpap-Explosion

00 you set aut ta comaine humour and unpre-
tentious emjoyment with serraus musical inven.
tran, contemporary electranic sounds with
kitsen references?

Thaneyou — sosolutely

Are yow coascious of 3 subvertive streax (o your
music — including stranger, weirder elements
undemeath Joid melodies and beats?

Peapie have compared my ituft to Daft Punk,
French i Nouse, ana even Fat Bay Shm
but 'm nat trying ta sound like any particuiar
‘contemporary’ style. | think you Nave picked up
on the fact that there 11 sametning deeoly bent
and yurreal about the senuibiity . . . and hike my
ather project (with Kate Crawford, B(ifitek)
there it 5ome edginess in tha deliderate la
nessof the sound. One reviewer compared me ta
Beck (7!) and 331d (somewhat incredulously) that
my music had “thin and creaiy keybaard sounat,
theesy Dasslines and the mast primitive of synth
Twiddes’. 1 was 10 chuted with that dexription!
Electro-Lollipap-Explasion incorporates a diver-
1ity of styles and saunds. and yet it's coherent
enaugh ta create its own style. Do you think
that audiences are ready for that. in these days

Mayfield-meets-Moure On Mary grooves of No
Taste In Music. and you'll .

Actually, given Nicale's impressive asulity to
weave media-friendly phrates, perhags the
fwenty-word descrigtion of E-L-E that she gave
10 Melbourne mag. Inpress is more helpfut:

“A tondue of trip-disco-funky-acid-electro-

of g
That s surely the uitimate achievement that ali
artists 3pice ta. . . Lo create your own distinctive
style. Thats my holy grail. | think underground
electroaica follawers in Australia are very apen
to lots of diversity and fresh approaches . . . the
best i 3

lounge: that's ane word. Fallowed by lo-fideiity
album for the ‘naw’ persan wha wants the
saund of yesteryear only 2 bit more 'to-
marrow’.”

A similar intelligence and senubility informs
Pigeon Coup, 3 camic Nicole seripts. It's 3 serious
¥humarous tale of three birds explaring rave
Culture, blaxplaitation, politics, feminism and
big Atros.

Oraganflight will provide an appartunity ta test
Sydney mag 30 World's abservation that Nicole
“wat one of the most impressive live acts ta be
letioose an a dancefloor in along time.. . . Arnfi-
¢ial provided every tweek and bleep hereif and
kept the dancefloar ser

ite sound, 3pproach or objective.

Yes, there | was, newly arrived in Melbourne,
alane in my smaky machine-den with oniy the
seductive red winking of analogue LEDs for
€ompany ... and | thought . .. | must cheer
myselt and the world up . . . what the world
needs naw, mare than anything , Is more
squeichy funl acid-trip-disco-electro-lounge . .
+and of coursa, | feit duty-bound ta release Elec.

particularly from art.
Ists invoived with Clan Analogue, is marked by
that edecticnim and originality. However, 2bave-
ground techno is anather story. In Australia, i
Nighly derivative of overseas styles. B(itek, for
example, is mare popular in Europe than here.
Artificial was picked up first by a New York label.
1¢ we wait five years, maybe our ‘sound’ will get
€1p0rted Back above-ground.
WHhat it wrang with theory, anyway? There is
nothing weang with theory. Where wauld a
modern girl be without theory, computers and
platform runners?
There are tracks on Electro-Lailipap-Explasion
that ay outto e used 13 TV show inemes. Does
the ides of 3 detective show cailed Autharity
Over The Fish appeai?
A friend af mine it currently painstakingly put-
ting together 2 mind-bending computer graphix
video for the Authority track which involves un-
derwatar cartoan fish gangstars. TV and movie
ar sourcu of inspirati
How different are your Stoner Classix tracks
from the £-1-E material?
Stoner Classix 1is a concept album (6 trax), first
of 2 long series, and has a couple of tras from
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