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"E'zenu'now' person vvanIS the
souno of  yesteryear,  only a bir  rnore
' iomorrow. '  My recoro is total ly f ive
minutes ago. No one 

" . rho 
had had

three or more spl i f fs could deny
thar."  So says Nicole Skelrys,  aka
Anri ic ia i ,  in the bio ihat  accompa-
nres her way funky new album,
Elec:;'c Lollipop E<plosion, a ,winning
mrx of  rerro k i tsch and cuf i ing edge
beats,  ser ious intent and surreai
humour that  she descr ibes as ' 'a
heady ouff  of  Pharma Records,  ear ly
Pr ince, Sideburn Records,  e lectro,
espionage movies and old-skool
acid house."

With its '70s-inspired cover art-
work and sounds that f requent lv
invoke the blaxploi tar ion movies of
thar era.  i t 's  f i t t ing that  Skel tys
refers io Elecro Lollipop Explosion
as ' 'a brg io l t< lue or i ; r i luerr t : .+s.  I
wanted to make this a fun record
wrthour making r t  too gimmicky.  The
tracks might be loji but they're also
very complex - | put a lot of t ime
into the programming. So it 's a seri-
ous album for me. but at  the same
t ime I  just  wanr people io enjoy i t . "

The aibum's humour comes not
just from the arwvork but also from
its irreoressible energy, the luxtapo-
siuon of  sounds and the cheekiness
of the samples.  including snippets
irrr-n 'ruirat Siceitrs ,. iescribes rs "l-
g,. iC; . ) ,  i t i i i - l  CJinJ. l . iy ,  '  : i :C, i  i j

Steprce,9 Son ("No Taste in Music") .
Electro Lo/lipop Explosion isn't

Skei tTs'  f i rst  foray into record shops.
In '96,  she and oartner Kate
Crawf ord,  working as B( i f  ) tek,
rerease,i Sul2 ltn,;31 Theme Park. an
arbum of twisteo'  acid that  scored
great revie,,vs both here and ovei-
seas, through flet ianzine Geekgrrl .
Skeltys. ,nrho has a whole room full
of  b l inking black boxes in her

Melbourne home stuOio,  admits.
"l 've alwavs been a qe--k. it goes
nghr bacx to the cradle. And l 've
aiways loved electronic music. Vly
brother ,aras a big Brian Eno fan and
that'aras where it all started for me."

Meanwhile. Artif icial has also
been picked up in the US by funky
electro label Oxygen Music. who
will be releasing "Car Chase' and
'Authority Over the Fish" on vinyl.
Finally. there's another Artif icial
release in the pipeline. a vinyl-only
off ering called Stoner C/assrbs
Volume / that wil l include sorne new
stuif Si,reitys describe: 6.:- " 'ro,^r
ioose, ,/gr'y' tu.' i i<7 ven/ Jcwn-:einp!,
even a bit hil lbil ly, a bit rootsy. Really
drug-fucked analogue stuif, but sti l l
danceabie - one that wil l sort the
stoner sheep from the goats. Lo\ /er
fidelity for a higher reality."

"l reall.r \ /ant to push elec'-ionic
rnusic inro crossover territory, but
wi thout gui tars,"  she conctudes.
"That's the sensibil i tv, because
sometirnes dance music is confined
by where it 's usually presentecl v€u
can get reaily trapped into thinxing
that you have to ha.re the four on Ine
floor for the clubs and that's too
restricting. I 'm more adventurous
than that. " sruArT HrTc:JlNGs

ARTLFICI;\ I-,
l i lectr* .Lol  I  ipop-Explosiorr
,\'tI.iK rhru ,9lntck

Hubbo hubbo" lh€ titlo 5oyr rl cll - on
erfervescant linle bortls ol bubollng
olet.ik sodo€op comrng trom fhe
workshop ol Nicol€ Skeltys (ono hoil
of B(lfxek). n's groow in th6 woy
rccEmt used to b€; Sk€avt fpvlng
obviously sp€ni morry busy hours
knitting logether bif s ot coburtul fuz
ond w@lly woeforms lo core ug
wilh lhi5 tunkv cordlgon ond slqtps
iel - ideol br hore, or o n€ht ouf on
the town. This is poiitivo now{ero:
rct o r€hosh - more ot o nd b€ke.
grving ingr€dienls from th€ loreut
pos, relevonce In todoys cut ond
hosta rcfkj. ll you could @ord on
wlouL il v/ould rcund hle thi!. Lood.'
ed with 3ompltas. Artifcrol mok€s il
65v lo be nip bV cr€nng q kind cl
.  . \ . r r ,  . .  -qjr- , -e.-- '< .  vhrc:.r  is- , . r  . .  -
c i l  ihos€ koot .} . (oa:. /  lo,rn ' i5 j is l
rck6 ltungo lov6 ctrrd €tlwlss
soil thqr rcnfs. Svnth s@tes. bounc-
ing boss ond p€rcolohng pscus-
sion3 qll join honds in thir tribul€ lo
e{€tro grcvingss. It this wete l6ss
ut>lodqte. i f  woqldn I  b€ r rcorded
€t .  Finol  words: S*u€ i t !
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