
Hffihhn-pdhbp*ryffisffiere's BfflTekg
,ruith Kate Cravvford l iv ing in Sydney and
Nicole Skeltys in Melbourne, the musical  *
crocess is unusual to say the least for ex-
lanberra duo B(i f ) tek. But being sel f-pro-
; laimed "geek-gir ls",  wri t ing a song together
; imply means zapping i t  over the Internet to
aach other so they can both have a f iddle
ruith it!
j ( i f ) tek f i rs l  .ame to being ear l ier  th is decade
.vhen lhe duo became frustrated at the capi-
:al 's lack of activity and hence started throw-
' rg their  own part ies. lhrough Clan Analogue.
They also started writ ing music and in 1g96
'ndependently released ah album, "sub Vocal
fheme Park", wfrich wis als'o: licensed to
!urope.'and-was the firsi.album, tb'be ivail.
ib le on- l ine here' in ALst ia l ia: '  : . . - : : i_:-  :  .
(ate explains:"l lt wal y"w:..y.gf' ?,p?t,ot '
;aying 'when you:don' t 'actual l !  have a real ly
oig dance scene making,yQu:sgu1$ l ike. i , :  , . - . .
;om ethi ng.. you can sou nd.l i\e Wli.glgVgl..you : i
rrke'. I think that's how B(if)tek got,d'unjqu! .;, ' ' ,;ound; we were coming from'Canberra whei.e.::
ihere was so'tit i le,ha'p-p-eni51g jin3t you. rrqq.io ,, i '
!n2kc i i  h:nnon l  "  '

'rqP|/a". j :  : : ; " : . . ' : : : .  : r : : :  : :  :  : : ; ; : . :  : : : : : .

' l  th ink whatwe found,Wheh,we, ie lealed ,  , - . .  ,
'Sub Vocal  Theme,Paikl ' is  ihat :a. lot  gf  peo- ' , ,
ple came yp lo u:'an{ .9aip.'My, Gbd,::l havehtt
reard anything l ike itt, in' i i iatty it,t<inO.6f 'per- , '
;urbed us., we thought'What are we,doing?!',
:ut I think welve really setfled into it,and .
: 'ealised thai's our strength;: a:ie!ailyiJnique: :
;ound" she admits." 'Fegardless ot .wnat tne
'nusical  fashion is -  we've gone thiough al l  , . : ,  ,
ihe fashions from trip nop to drum'& bass and
speed garage - w.erye really managed to stay
lpar l  i rom al l  of  them and saytNo;.we've got .
)ur  own terr i tory.  we've got our own sound.
lnd ' .ve ' re not let t ing these other fashionable
lenres take over in any way."
fhal  unique sound is evident on new single'8edrock".  8( i f ) tek 's f i rst  s ingle on Fest ival 's
re ' , , r  dance label  F1. The single,  which is lo
re included on the forthcoming fol low-up
r lbum. holds something of  a record in th is
:ountry.  Inclusron on at  least  four compi la-
: ronsl  I t  is  set  to do the sarne overseas soon
.vi th a number of  European and American
abels showrng considerable interest .
fhe "Bedrock" that  appears on compi la l ions
rke "Cogni t ion" and "Elements" is wi ld ly r j i f ler-
)nl  to tne one you can hear today on single
hough "The orrginal  "Bedrock" rs about B
nrnures long. so i t 's  been cut consrderably
rncj  t r i l ied up a bi t "  explains Kate.  "You can

t:
i i

l'

st i l l  te l l  i t 's  B( i f ) tek,  but  obviously over the tasr
4 years we've become a lot.more refined i.n
terms of  our product ion techniques, and I
th ink you can tel l  just  on the "Bedrock" s ingle
the product ion's gone up by a factor of  len."

No, we've got our own territory, we've got our
own sound, and we're nof letting these.other
fashionable genres take over in any way.

Kate c i tes everyone from 1940s jazz art ists to
Par l iament to Ken lshr i  as in l luences, laugh-
inq that "we l is ten to so many di f ferent .Jenres
from so many di f ferent decades that our rnspi-
ratron iS incredibly hard to t rack downl
' 'Obviously there's a big dancehal l  sound l rom
lhe 1940s r :n "Bedrock" '  o ioes Kate.  "anr j  rn

fact  there's qui te d lot  of  sampl ing f  ron
jazz era - there's a really gr.eat Ella Fit
sampie on there too. I think mudh of v,.
do as B( i f ) tek is going back through er
because I  th ink so many people just  t<
l is ten to the latest  c lub sound and say,
we' ' re got to sound l ike lhat ! ' ,  rather th
going, 'Hang on, there's thrs huge mus
cJi t ion,  why don' t  we start  l is tening a l i t
broadly than we current ly do?" '
B( i f ) tek wi l l  be back on the road agarn
October headl in ing lhe Clan Analogue
al  lour.  "U/hat ' rve are planning to do is
people a sample of  what the ne,rv ; r lbu
, lo inq lo sound l ike,  as ' ,^rel l  as a tour l i
the golden r t ld iesl"
B( i f ) tek 's current s ingle "Bedrock" is avai l
through Fest ival .


