‘Nith Kate Crawford living in Sydney and
Nicole Skeltys in Melbourne, the musical’
process is unusual to say the least for ex-
Canberra duo B(if)tek. But being self-pro-
slaimed "geek-girls", -writing a song together
simply means zapping it over the Internet to
2ach other so they can both have a fiddle
with it! . - :

(if)tek first r.arnef to being earlier this decade
vhen the duo became frustrated at the capi-
-al's lack of activity. and hence started throw-
ing their own parties-through Clan-Analogue.
They also started writing music and’in.1996
ndependently released an album, "Sub Vocal
Theme Park", which was. also hcensed to
Zurope, and was the flrstfalbum to be avall-
ble on- lxne here in Austr ha :

2ig dance scene rnakxng you sound I|ke o
>ometh|ng you can sound hke whatever you g

1 think what we' found when:wereleased

ole came up to us’and said'My. God,:| haven!'t
neard anything like it Initially it. kind'of'ber- ek
iurbed us, we thought ‘What are we domg’" .
st | think we've really’ settled intoitand .
‘ealised that's our strength a really unlque
sound" she ‘admits. '"Regardless of what' the

musical fashionis - we've gone through all -'":_-::
he fashions from trip hop to drum & bass and' :

ed garage - we've really managed to stay
apart from all of them and say ‘No; we've got -
our own territory, we've got our‘own sound, -
and we're not letting these other fashionable -
Jenres take over in any way."
That unigue sound is evident on new single
‘Bedrock", B(if)tek's first single on Festival's
iew dance label F1. The single, which is to
e included on the forthcoming follow-up
bum, holds something of a record in this
:ountry: inclusion on at least four compila-
1ons! Itis set to do the same overseas soon
~ith a number of European and American
abels showing considerable interest.
The "Bedrock” that appears on compilations
ike "Cognition” and "Elements” is wildly differ-
Nt to the one you can hear today on single
‘hough. "The original "Bedrock"” is about 8
ninutes long, so it's been cut considerably
ind tihed up a bit" explains Kate. "You can

'Sub Vocal Theme:Park™ is_that ‘a lot.of p_eo-'., -

still tell it's B(if)tek, but obviously over the last

.4 years we've become a lot-more refined in

terms of our pr_oduction techniques, and |
think you can tell just on'the "Bedrock” single
the production's gone up by a factor of ten.”

No, we've got aur own territory, we've got our
own sound, and we're not letting these other
fashionable genres take over in any way.

Kate cites everyone from 1940s jazz artists to
Parliament to Ken Ishii as influences, laugn-
ing that "we listen to so many different genres

from so many different decades that our inspi-

rationis incredibly hard to track down!
"Obviously there's a big dancehall sound from
the 1940s on "Bedrock™ pipes Kate, "and in

fact there's quite a lot of sampling fron
jazz era - there's a really great Elia Fit
sample on there too. | think much of w
do as B(if)tek is going back through er
because | think so many people just te
listen to the latest club sound and say.
we've got to sound like that!", rather th
going, 'Hang on, there's this huge mus
dition, why don't we start listening a lit
broadly than we currently do?™
B(if)tek will be back on the road again
October headlining the Clan Analogue
al tour. "What we are planning to do is
people a sample of what the new albu
qoing to sound like, as well as a tour ti
the golden oldies!”

B(if)tek's current single "Bedrock" is avail
through Festival.



