Fon severaw veans now, Kate CRawrono anp
Micole Skeltys have heen creating hard-to-define
electranic grooves under the moniker B(if)tek,

The duo lormed in Canberra, and became involved
in the Clan Analugue electronic artist network.
fheir 1996 albuin, Sub Vocal Theme Park, hinted at
arange of influences (acid, techno, disco, lounge,
mizak), blended with enthusiasm, taste and poise.
Since then, they've moved (Kate to Sydney, Nicole to
Methaurne), graced a number of compilations and
Hicole has released solo work as Artificial,
Mostiecently, Biftek, have refeased an elegant,
slinky single (Bedrock) and an irresistible upbeat
cross-cultural kitsch-tinged wonder (Japanese
Game Show, from Triple J's recent Mix Up compila-
tion)

B(itek are living proof that intelligence, humour
and groove can co-exist musically, and now that
they're on tour with The Beastie Boys, surely global
recognition of that fact can't be far avsay.

Kate and Nicole e mailed back these responses to

selections from a list of questions they were sent:
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Have you sold out. If s0, what's the going rate?

Nicole: Yes, we have totally sold out, and for a really
heap price . . nothing! That's right, we haven't even

Cvmed.xu getrich, and still haven't made a cent fiom
uvmum but we've just sold aut because it's the thing

0es 2 highar prafile and bigger shows necessarily
ean you've got to compromise your Ideals and Integ-

ty?

ate: Absolutely! The B{if)tek show now features quant

holograms of ourselves aithiushed 1o fook like the
plce Glrls, only we reptesent “Corporate Spice and

[ Advertiting Campaign Spice"

How are you prepating yoursslves for tauiing with

@ Besstle Boye?
ate:We're diinking two pints ol tager and conviming
packet of chips every day just to get in shape. Not 10

mention istening 1o all 1hose hip hop records.

N playing *0 larger audlences necessitate any
khanges technically, musically of showbis-wise?
Nicole: Yes, we do actually put on a little bit ol a
"show", we have a Red Cross station and dress up a

urses, we improvise with hospital samples and oper

te on each other ... we ik people to feel more
ygienic altor having experianced our set. Either that
hv very, very dirty,

ave you callected any exotic remedies for stage
mguu Justin caser

Kate: Yes, we find two pints of
khips does the trick every time.
Does this tour presage Increased touring activity?
Amil or another album?
p(ale You bet. We'll release our next athum Julyl Aug

st thls year, called New Milleanim Maodels and we

hope 1a tour Japan hapetully betore the end of the
ear,

(Are you stil ving In different cities, and has this had
ny!"!n on the music you're making, or the methods
Gng approaches to making It7

Nlmle Yes, I difficult but we manage .

ger and g packat ot

any money
@ get from gigs tends to get caten up by airfares

bone really nice track we are working on a1 the moment

E\lmnly 1he sound of our twn studins when there is

othing happening . .. we have s much old analogue
ear, It all makes ity own “hiss” and crackle . . . and
ach of our studios has its awn "persanality, we'ie
0ing to record them separately and combine them

's going to be a great track!

In what ways does working collaboratively emphasise

ditferent aspects of your creativity than working

alone? Does It really affect the nature of the nusic

made?

Nicole: Yes, there is definitely a particular B(ifher

Spark that happens when we work tagethier . We

Jike to think we hiing out the hest in ek other e

tvely : )
&om Canberea Clan Analogure i
1om a book about “antipadean Isalation” and
fects on architecture. Mow does this alfect the music
made here?

Xate: In the electronic underground, in o 1eally positive
Way. . itencourages an eclecticsm and feshiese thay
vay, very enciting o we eeatly o e worlid oy

leeps happening hear, there sre atists here th
ould setinternational trends in el tronica il they had
the support and exposure . . . it's a shame that main
tream radio and most of ||»e majors just want to sup
ort sounds that have heen developied “somewhere:
Ise, and safely tried and tested overseas
In our Artificlal e-mail exchiange, Nicale mentioned

BliNtek would be warking un a filim soundteack. Is that
i happening? What kind of fibn s it ?
3te: Yes, we are doing the score 1o a full length fea
;(me film based, shot and produced in Brishane called
Bored Olives. It's about 20 somiething e, wor

)
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