
AEor/E Ftom another planet.. .  , .We arecongeniial ly weird." says Skettys (at left).

eortor who,d gone on to set up the murmur labelfor Sony, was jn the audjknew we were rn negoria;ffi ;j: l?.tn'.t:.
Murmur is best known as Ine home ois i lvercnair  and Somethrng For *(ate,  and as such

lor. ,O 
uOpurl .  an unl ikeiy home for B( i f  ) rek.  tsutiaf  t rorr  Derng put of f  oy;15 fock creoent;als,

,1: te 
and Nicoie were 

" t i ru. ,"o Dy the laoei .slntegl tv and reouial  jon f  or  creatrve f  reeoln.i  ney s lgned a1d went lo wsrk,  s. t  2926
2020Iakes the B( i f ) tek souno and aesihi ic.

:oroLrghl l i  
hewn vel  s l rangejv at t racirve on sub_,uLdt tner:1e parh.  rc tne lext  revet.  Tne lo_: laspect is iess oronounced, vei  l I  re iatns the darkurdercurreni  that  permeates aj l  the banC s work.

" ] ;3u 
Ouoor.  wi l t  hear i i  as the tove-chi td oiI \ /drrwef k an0 Grorgto Morooer who.S g.gy71_ unwatchrng real i ty TV, Frenchtakins too much ac d,, .  . rJ: | , : i l  : ] ; : i ; : " '
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' our baby; i t 's electronica with our personali t ies., ,
Despite the fears of some fans that , ignr;tomurmLrr would di iute B(if) tek,s special qual i t j 'es,

tnere is no evidence of that. , ,We,re real lv
protective of what we are
oniy work with oeopre 

-. 
il: :::tffi,*ol|,:r-;

John 0'Donnell  too, ' ,  Kate asserts. , ,We cnose to'work with John because he understood andrespected that. We afe wh
soins ro turn into rhu p.dui;*;i;'.'Jr'#J "'
Brothers. We have our own souno and the onlvwav for us to keep enJoyrng musrc rs to proteci i t .We don' t  compromise that."

"We physrcal ly couldn,t  do r t , "  adds Nicoie"We are congeni ia l ly  weird.  "
"We can,t  wr i te unweird musrc, , .  laughs Kate." l t 's  got  something to do with the way our g1sin5'

are wired. We certainly can,t write hits on
oemand, or even rmaglne being able to do that. , ,

A ' less,s more" aesthelrc rs also crucial  to2a20. insgired by the minimalist tradit ions ofDetroir and German techno_ "Mosily i t ,s

del iberately minimat,  control led,  unders,  spacrous,, ,  Nicoie
sound has,o *or 

uto 'u 'ns " l t  means t t

rracks are ,nrtrrnk 
very hard " About ha,

drarogue or vocal l t^t l i ' ' .*1"" others sar

,mases rather ,r. ; ' ; : : , : l ; , :"m 
the girrs,

, ,Wnat we l rke
create their o*n n't  

the chance for peopl

around ir,,, .rr, 
^::::ilt i:: 

j5:;l:J
that 's what the besi lyr ics do. Oiten f canreave tyr ics. . .  so for  us i t ,s al l  about boi l idown to those litil{extra neous rt rti to'eTTo' ##:il tr J]another example of that , less js more, aes. To do that takes real discjol ine.,,

The except ion rs the album,s only cove,version and the current srngle, an otherwoirake on Cl i f f  Richard,s 19gl  h i t  , ,WireO torSound', featuring vocals from Julee Cr; is;,Twin peaks fame. Far from being . , iV pL.21st-century irony, Kate .na rui*fu ,u. i i l"devotionai song,, that perfeci ly srms up tfatt i tude to sound tecnnorogy.
" l t ,s a fantastic song and that wholefet ishisation of sound, i t ,s lust so us,,,  says"And to work with Julee Crurse, uuno *. t i l r .an absolute goddess, was just a dream projeal l  the tracks on the album, tnat was Oy ia,most work. We over_scored i t  and then had tstnp rt  r ight back, condense i t  to i ts essencethen weird i t  out. We,re just so happy wrth i tour baby...  In a way, we don,t care i f  no onegets rt .  l t ,s both innocenr ano warped at thetime, which is also what we t iked about workwith Julee. She has that same aesthetic: inn(out warped. And she real ised i t  ioo, which isshe. 

feOt saying, ,l get you, I totalty get you gu"lnterestingiy, Jutee had no iOea-wno Ctif iadds Nicole. . ,We had to expiain the whote Clphenomenon, and the rmore excited ,n. ,., ,,i;';' ;t.lli'iliii;T.isomething that was botn reverentral andsubversive at the same t ime. l t  was fantastic fto work with such a magrc singer who is also oour strangely osci l lat ing wavelens.th., ,
Whether B(i f) tek is too .,congenitai ly weird.for mainstream tastes rematns ro be seen.Whatever happens, Kate and Nicole are . just i f i ;proud of 2020. They,ve taken a complex view rthe world that 's ful l  of juxtaposit ions _ retro_futurism, the notion of high and low culture,

humour and serious idtenr _ and condensed i tinto 7O minutes of music that,s both al lur ing archal lenging and consti tutes their own iwiste-d
take on 2lst-century pop.

"This album was recorded over the last twoyears and represents our experigpggs, our musrcobsessions and our exhrlaratrons as well  as ourdarker moments over that period,,,  Kate
concludes. "Fans tel l  us that our strength as aband is our energy and ouf commjtment todeveloping a unique sound that can,t be easi lycategorised That,s something that is veryrmportant to us, and while we play with genres,we don't  treat them respectfui ly. We take themout of  their  boxes, toy wtth them, and return thenunerly warped. gad kidd,esl" gruART H,TcHtN6:


